


Preface

Let's engage in creative learning
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Foster. Creativity in Kids

Generally people assume that creativity is an inborn talent that their kids either do or do not have. All children
are not equally intelligent similarly all children are not equally creative. But actually, creativity is more skill than
inborntalentand itis a skill that parents can help their kids develop.

A child's creativity starts with their method of thinking and problem solving. Daily challenges help to expand
their reasoning and understanding of the world. An encouraging environment allows children to become more
confident of their views and opinions. There are a number of ways to develop child creativity, most of which
can be incorporated into daily life.

. Decisions/ choices made by the child will foster creativity among kids. Allow for your child to make simple
choices, such as what to eat for dinner or where to go on a weekend. This encourages them to think
independently, exercising animportant aspect of creativity.

. Keepthe kids away from excessive use of mobiles, TV, video games, tab, etc.

. Provide items in your child's environment to stimulate their imagination. Drawing supplies, blocks, books,
and random craft supplies can all contribute to enhance creative thinking.

Brainstorm different uses fozg items with your child. For example; a cardboard tube can be atelescope,
&/\our child's ideasypraising him or her forsuch.an impressive imagination.

tower, Oﬁo lidateall

. Openended questions‘are a good toolto stimulate creative thinking. Askyour child open-ended questions
to stretchtheir.understanding and help them to pestulate ideas. e.g. Ask your child "what if" questions.
"What ifpeople could fly?" "What if people lived in space?" "Whatif dolphins walked on land?”

' the living room faster?*"How could we get water to the flowers without spilling any?" "What could we do to

Involve your % infiguring.out ways to make an improvement upon something. "How can we clean up
make the ball bounc%

. Story making out of items and characters can be a good way to develop new ideas.

. Allow kids the freedom and autonomy to explore their ideas and do what they want. Don't be so bossy. Stop
living in fear that they are going to be kidnapped.

. Give children the opportunity to express "divergent thought." Let them disagree with you. Encourage them
to find more than one route to a solution, and more than one solution to a problem. When they successfully
solve a problem, ask them to solve it again but to find a new way to do it (same solution, different route).
Then ask them to come up with more solutions to the same problem.

10. Frequently rewarding children for exhibiting creativity interfere with the creative process, reducing the
quality of their responses and the flexibility of their thought. Allow children to develop mastery of creative
activities that they are intrinsically motivated to do, rather than trying to motivate them with rewards and
incentives.
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